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21 February 2002

ICSU Secretariat
Grants Programme for 2003
51 Boulevard de Montmormcy
75016 Paris
France

Re; IUGG application for grant to support AFREF Initiative

ISPRS full supports the initiative taken by the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics, to
develop AFREF, the continental reference system in Africa. Such reference systems are the
foundations for all fonns of mapping and spatial infozmation on the physical environment. This
reference system will contribute to wise enviromnental management in Africa, since it will enable the
derivation of accurate locations of physical features and characteristics of Lhe terrain surface by remote
sensing, and their correlation with field observations. This is an essential aspect of the applications of
remote sensing and geographic information systems (GIS). The referencc system will therefore enable
better analysis of the environmental issues that confront the conlinent and will aid in determining
measures for remediation. In this regard, the reference is an essential component of sustainability of
the environment.

The application receives the full support ofISPRS.

Yours sincerely,

1I-e'!..Ld.-4
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Brussels, February 2~, 2002

Ref: PQ2002.2.S6.1.1/SC

ICSU Secretary
Grants Progra- 2003

151 boulevard de Mo~rency
F- 7S01~ Paris

France

Concern : support to the AFRET project submitted by the Intemational GPS Service.

Dear Sir.

The International GPS SeMce (IGS) has been created in 1996 and is the mostiactive
among the 12 FAGS Ser.lices. :

IGS has a multinational membership and provides very precise GPS orbits and trac1d~ data.
in support of geodetic and geophysical re$Carches. The reliable data provided by IGSimeets
the demands of a wide range of applications and experimentations; its implementation:in Af-
rica is particularly appreciated because it will introduces this very efficient technology !in de-veloping co\mtries and fulfil a gap in the world geodetic networks. '

Sincerely ;Yours,.

P. PA~T.
PreS;ident.
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75016 PARIS
FRANCE

Fax: 09 33 1 4288-9431

Dear Prot. Rossw aJ I

APPUCA TION FOR ICSU GRANI'S PROGRAMME FOR 2002.

The Natiooal Re8eaIdI Foundation (NRF) as the National Adheting Organisation ~ ICSU ~ ~d
endo~ the proposal 00 "Estab1iQ\in8 . Continental Ref«atoe S)'s~m in Ati'ioa - AFRBF". Please find
attached the sisned formal "RequeM form for Financial Asaiatancc" from the NRF u thcs supporting applicant.

Yours 8in~ly

"""

Copy to Dr R Neilan
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Tel: +27 216854070 Fax: +27 21 6891351

Dr. C.C.Techeming
Secretary General
International Association of Geodesy
University of Copenhagen
Depa~ent of Geophysics
Jullane Maries Vel 30
Copenhagen DK-21 00
DENMARK

Prof. Fernando Sanao
The President
International Association of Geodesy
POlltecnlco di Milano
OllAR, S.zlone Riley.menta
P. zza L. da Vinci, 32
1-20133 MII.no
ITALY

Sir
ICSU SUPPORT FOR AFRICAN REFERENCE SYSTEM (AFREF)

I write to you on behalf of the representatives of the National Surveying and Mapping agencies of
countries In Southern Africa who will benefit from the participation in the lAG supported AFREF
project. The very many benefits of the project that will accrue to the region end the continent as a
Whole have been widely discussed and documented. These include the scientific and
technological benefits. sustainable capacity building and the very practical benefits to region.1
and continental surveying, mapping, spatial data infrastructure and planning applications.

In discussions with a number of organizations and agencies it is clear that a great deal of
assistance will be offered to the project in the form of either medium to long term loan or even
donation of equipment, training and so on. It will stili be necessary, however. to cover the costs
of establishing pem'lanent or semi-permanent GPS base stations and effective
telecommunication links, data center development, organizing planning workshops, tutorials and
data analysis training and the publication of results.

The initiative which the lAG has taken to apply through IUGG for a grant from ICSU to support the
AFREF project for at lealt one year is fully supported and gratefully acknowledged by ths
Southern African community.

Yours sincerely

~ Ir-
R. T. WONNACOTT
lAG National Correspondent South Africa
For I Chief Director of Surveys and Mapping

12 February 2002
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